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straight path."23 These words provide sufficient reason to prove
why Vazhakunnam has selected this theme.

Then naturally Vazhakunnam could have translated the origi-
nal theme in these famous works into a story. But he has devel-
oped it in the form of a drama. A drama, has both the narrative
properties of prose fiction and the imaginative properties of poetry.
It is narrative as it has a story to tell and tells it in the sequence
and with the techniques that a novel normally uses. It is poetic
as the language is used to weave verbal chains. Andrew Gurr
highlighting the qualities of a drama concludes,24 "One of the
main qualities of a drama as a literary form is that it conceals the
voice of it's author more completely than is usual in either poetry
or the novel. This has for our purposes, two main consequences.
First, it requires the author to construct his characters in words,
and to make the words fit the characters. Secondly it leaves the
author's own position and what he is trying to communicate through
his work throughly problematic."25

It is from this angle one has to look at the dramas of
Vazhakunamm. In the opening scene of the drama is the dialogue
between the king Bhishmaka and his queen seated in the palace

23 Ibid.p.10.

24. Andrew Gurr, Studying Shakespeare - An introduction, Uni-
versal Book Stall, New Delhi, 88, p.22.

25. Ibid., p.56.
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